VR Success Story: V’R
I Know I Can: A 5-Year Goal Achieved PN

Idabo Division of
Vocational Rebabilitation

IDVR Mission is to prepare individuals with disabilities for employment and career opportunities
while meeting the needs of the employers.

eannette’s SUCCESS STORY

Occupation: Peer Support Specialist

Location: Meridian, Idaho

Hourly Wage: $17.00

Weekly Hours: 30-40

“Contacting Voc Rehab for help to become a Certified Peer

Support Specialist and was the first real step in achieving a

five year goal. Realizing this dream has elevated me to a

feeling of completion and accomplishment in having a real and
. useful place in my community.” Jeannette, VR Participant

e Jeannette had a goal to become a Peer Support Specialist when she came to VR and was passionate
about obtaining employment where she could support others as she had previously received support
that helped her along her journey.

e Jeannette and her VR Counselor agreed that this career option would allow her to support others with
mental health challenges and would be a good fit for her needs.

e Jeannette achieved excellent reviews while completing her training which helped her to build her
confidence with her new skillset.

e The training allowed Jeannette to grow her skills making it possible for her to transition to a healthier
work environment for her needs and leave her previous line of work.

o Immediately after completing the Peer Support Specialist training, she became employed with
Pathways of Idaho Community Crisis Center.

e Jeannette has worked hard to build up her caseload, is providing quality services, and building rapport
with each of her clients.

e Jeannette reports that she is grateful for the support she has received from VR and has exhibited true

character and diligence to complete her training and to obtain and maintain her employment.

“On our first encounter during intake, Jeanette expressed interest in becoming a Peer Support Specialist
and has demonstrated above and beyond expectations with her achievement to me, her clients, and
employer.”- Debbie Perner, VR Counselor
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